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Introduction 


Spiti, locally pronounced as ‘piti’, literally means the word ‘middle country’. Situated at the high altitudes of west- 
ern Himachal Pradesh, cold deserts of Spiti valley is surrounded by snow-capped mountains and the River Spiti, 
which originates at Kunzum range and joins Sutlej River at Kinnaur valley. The valley lies very close to Tibet/China 
and its influence can be seen in ancient culture and tradition of the area. It is one of the least populated regions 
of the country. With maximum number of people practicing Himalayan Buddhism, its rich heritage can be seen 

in its monasteries, traditional dances, songs and customs. In almost complete isolation from the outside world 
for centuries, Spiti has a culture centered around its monasteries- Dhankhar, Key, Tabo, Mud, Komic, and Kaza to 
name a few. In a Spitian family, traditionally the eldest son inherits everything and the other son joins the monas- 
tery. 
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Monasteries of Spiti Valley 
Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas Grand mountain range envelops a small part of Spiti River Valley in which lies the village of Tabo, home to around 
by 350 people and a Monastery, 3050 m above sea level. Also known as the ‘Ajanta of Himalayas’, Tabo Chos-Khor 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and Monastery was founded in 996 A.D. by great teacher and translator Lotswa Rinchen Tsang Po, the western king of 
Palash Vaswani Himalayan Kingdom of Guge. It was developed as an advance centre for attaining knowledge and to date, it is the 
IDC, IIT Bombay preserver of the Buddhist legacy and is one of the most important monasteries of the entire Tibetan Buddhist 


world. It is made on a flat ground with the use of mud brick and covers around 6300 sq of area. The monastery 
temples accommodate a rare collection of manuscripts and thangka paintings, beautiful statues in stuccos, mu- 
rals and frescos depicting the legends from the Mahayana Buddhist Pantheon. The paintings at every inch of wall 
are still astonishingly well preserved. The monastery complex holds 9 temples, 23 chortens, a monk’s chamber 


and an extension that accommodates the nun’s chamber. 
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Mud walls of the Monastery. Mud walls of the Monastery. 
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Entrance of Tabo Monastery. 


Entrance of Tabo Monastery. 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 
Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/tabo-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


Entrance of Tabo Monastery. Entrance of Tabo Monastery. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


10 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 
Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Mp 
i 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/tabo-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


ha 


Entrance of Tabo Monastery. Entrance of Tabo Monastery. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 


Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/tabo-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


11 


{\\\\\\ 


fl \ \~ 
il M\\ — 


[ 


AAU 


Tabo Monastery. 


Prayer wheels. 


Tabo Monastery. 
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The Golden temple. Tabo Monastery. 
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Zal-ma, the picture treasure. Zal-ma, the picture treasure. 
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New building 


of the Monastery being constructed. 


Before the entrance. 
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Dhankar Monastery 


The word ‘Dhang’ means cliff and ‘kar’ means fort, hence Dhankar means ‘fort on a cliff. The location of Dhankar 
fort, which was built as a fort monastery on the Central Tibetan pattern, was strategic as Spiti suffered count- 
less aggressions by its neighbors. The spot allowed locals to track the movement in the valley and to spread the 
message to surrounding inhabitations in case of danger. The Monastery is situated at an altitude of 3,894 meters 
above Dhankar village, between towns of Kaza and Tabo. It overlooks the confluence of the Spiti and Pin rivers, 
which is one of the world’s most spectacular sights to be experienced from the Gompa. Dhankar also holds an 
important place in the valley for its historical relevance. Established between 7th and the 9th centuries, Dhankar’s 
old temple compound is called Lha-O-pa Gompa or the Monastery of the followers of Lha-O, famous lama who 
was born in 1121. The Gompa consists numerous multi-storied buildings perched together, giving it a fortress 

like impression. This 1000-year-old monastery is recognized by the World Monuments Fund as one of the most 
endangered sites in world and is currently in imminent danger of collapsing. 
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Dhankar Monastery. Dhankar Monastery. 


Homestay near Monastery. Dhankar Monastery. 
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+ Dhangkar, one of the five major fnonasteries of Spiti, is in imminent danger of 
collapsing. Built on a300-metre high spur overlooking the Spiti-Pin confluence, this 
1600* yeat- old gonpa has been recognized by the World Monuments Fund as one of 
the 100 most endangered sites in the world. (check www.wmf.org) 


Unless we act swiftly, we will lose this great symbol of Vajrayana Buddhist heritage. 


So come, join the ‘Dhangkar Initiative. 
DONATE GENEROUSLY TO THE DHANGKAR RESTORATION FUND. 
Donation boxes placed at: ; 
+ Hotel Sakya Abode, Kaza (phone 22254, 222256) : 
, Office of Ecosphere, Kaza (phone 222724) 
, > @ Dhangkar gonpa complex, Dhahgkar (phone 272240) 


e é 


Prayer wheels. Poster of Save Dhangkar campaign. 


D’source 23 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 
= 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 
Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/dhankar-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


Dhankar Monastery. Dhankar Monastery. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 


Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/dhankar-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www. 


Design Resource 


Monasteries of Spiti Valley 
Exploring the cultural heritage of Himalayas 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. and 
Palash Vaswani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/monasteries-spi- 
ti-valley/dhankar-monastery 


1. Introduction 

2. Tabo Monastery 

3. Dhankar Monastery 
4. Kee Monastery 

5. Komic Monastery 
6. Kaza Monastery 

7. Contact Details 


Dhankar Monastery. 
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Dhankar Monastery. Dhankar Monastery. 
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Dhankar Monastery. Wall paintings. 
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Wall paintings. 


Prayer rooms. 
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Dhankar Monastery. Dhankar Monastery. 
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Dhankar Monastery. 


Dhankar Village. 
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Dhankar Monastery. 
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Dhankar Monastery. Inside prayer room. 
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Inside prayer room. Dhankar Village. 
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Kee Monastery 


Located at an altitude of 4,166 meters above sea level Kee Gompa is a scenic Buddhist monastery, close to the 
Spiti River, in the Spiti Valley of Himachal Pradesh. It’s one of the oldest and the biggest in the Lahaul and Spiti 
district and also a spiritual training centre for Lamas. It is home to around 300 lamas who receive their religious 
education here. Kee Gompa is believed to been founded by Dromton, a student of the famous teacher, Atisha, in 
the 11th century. The thousand years old monastery is a magnificent example of the monastic structural design 
that came into fame during the 14th century because of the Chinese influence. Frequent invasions have led to 
temples built on top of one another. The low rooms, narrow corridors, faintly lit passages, difficult staircases and 
small doors lead to prayer rooms. The walls of the monastery are adorned with beautiful thangkas, paintings and 
murals. It also stores the valuable manuscripts, stucco images, musical instruments and weapons, which were 
probably used to defend the monastery from the attackers. The monastery is around 12 km distance from the 
town of Kaza. 
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Komic Monastery 


Komic monastery, also known as Tangyud monastery is the situated at Komic village which is also the world’s 
highest village accessible by road. Built around the early decades of the 14th century when Sakyapas rose to 
power under Mongol patronage. It is one of only two monasteries belonging to the Sakya sect left in Spiti - the 
other is built in the town of Kaza. It is built like a fortress on the edge of a deep canyon, with enormous slanted 
mud walls and battlements with vertical red ochre and white vertical stripes which make them look much taller 
than they really are. This gompa was earlier near Hilkkim village and was shifted to its present site after an earth- 
quake. Some remains of the monastery can still be seen near Hilkkim. The lamas of this gompa are supposed to 
be proficient in tantra. It is located at the border of Khibber Wildlife Sanctuary. 


Entrance of the world’s highest village with access to road and electricity, Komic. 
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Kaza Monastery 


Sakya Tenggyu monastery is located in Kaza town of Spiti Valley, Himachal Pradesh. Newly built in 2009, its 
vibrant Buddhist architecture illustrates a beautiful picture of Sakya sect of Tibetan culture. Colorful paintings 
highlight the intricate details throughout the elegant structure. The ornamental brass door hinges are just an 
example of the complex finishes. It is believed to be one of 108 temples and monasteries built by the renowned 
Buddhist scholar-translator Lochen Rinchen Sangpo. The newer building, which greets visitors today stands 
where the former monastery, known as Tenggyud Lhundrup Choekhor Ling, existed for 35 years. And just as its 
predecessor, Sayka Kaza Monastery remains connected to the old monastery building above. His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama inaugurated the new Sakya Tenggyu monastery on July 9, 2009. 


Kaza Monastery. 
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Ornamental brass door hinges. Inside Kaza Monastery. 
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Painting on the ceiling. Painting on the ceiling. 
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Inside Kaza Monastery. 
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Inside Kaza Monastery. 
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Inside Kaza Monastery. Inside Kaza Monastery. 
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HON'BLE M.L.A. (L&S) 
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This documentation was done by Palash Vaswani at IDC, IIT Bombay. 


You can get in touch with Palash Vaswani at 
Email: palsonline[at]gmail.com 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 
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Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


